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Pop! Pop! Pop! What a loud sound the brightly colored floating
balls made. It was scary. One minute they were plump and
round. Up in the air. The next minute, they had burst into so many

thin pieces, and had fallen to the ground.
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He did not like it. No, he did not like it at all. This had happened on his

very first birthday party. Shaunat had cried loudly when the balloons
burst. Everyone had comforted him. They took away all the
balloons. Only then would he come near his birthday cake.
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him said. “A balloon is only a piece of plastic. You can blow a little air into it. And if you let it out gently, it

won't make any noise. Why don't YOU try it?"
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At school, his classmates quickly found out that he was afraid of balloons. How they laughed at him and tried to frighten him!
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1] Me folded himself into a ball. He would close his eyes and think of something else. But when
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Sometimes, he would run to Chimi, his best friend at school. She did not laugh at him.

You surely will someday.
ST gHRT 8 V/oIfd o shdah ik gigdd|

I wish I could stop being afraid.

But let's wait for the right
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One day, their teacher told the children about a school picnic. They were going the very next day to the national park with the tiger safari. Shaunat

clapped his hands in delight. He loved animals, birds, and insects. He loved everything about nature. The picnic would be great.
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Best of all, there would be

no balloons!
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Chimi, Chimi, aren’t you

excited?
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@ STeIfell “I will be sick with fear,” said

Chimi in a small voice.
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"I am scared of the snakes in the reptile house. I am scared of the

—fmonkeys that roam everywhere. My cousin had to take so many
painful shots when a monkey bit him! I am even scared of the

tigers. And the crocodiles.
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spiders too,” Chimi shuddered with a sudden memory of the giant wood

spider from the forest she had recently gone to with her family.
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Shaunat was surprised. Chimi had never shared this secret. Scared of spiders? Why, they

were such amazing spinners! His uncle Sujit studied spiders and had shown him so many

2~ cool ones.
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they were the most magnificent animals in the whole world!
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Suddenly Shaunat remembered what Chimi had s

been scared.
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Chimi, Chimi, do come tomorrow. I will sit right with you
I:.g I will tell you how wonderful all these animals are, and how special each one-is. Really! Maybe you will forget to be afraid. Just
7/ like you help me forget about those nasty

&1 Gt Geh-areRT ﬁﬁ a'@ﬂ_cﬁl "gH Eh‘l‘% 3mge," fodt g4fell “Maybe EVERYONE is afraid of something, " said Chimi, thoughtfully.

“ And maybe we all just need a friend to help us be less scared,” said Shaunat.

The two friends looked at each other. “I will come tomorrow,” smiled Chimi.
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“And maybe it will be the right time, for both of us,”
smiled Shaunat. “To not be afraid anymore."”

“T hope so,” said Chimi, giggling with relief at the thought. “But hey, let's make sure not to scare the poor tiger instead!”
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